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Formulations are advanced mixtures of chemicals, designed to achieve or improve functional performance.
Formulation science is highly interdisciplinary, encompassing surface and colloid science, material science,
chemical engineering, biotechnology and so on. The challenges are ubiquitous in industry, where examples
include formulating a pharmaceutical drug into a pill that dissolves in the right place and at the right speed in
the body, formulating pulp to make efficient use of cellulose fibres in paper, formulating a paint that also has
antimicrobial functions, or formulating a freezable low‐fat mayonnaise. The challenges that one faces in these
and other applications are often closely related to fundamental problems in in surface‐ colloid‐ and material‐
chemistry. 2014 Symposium on surface and material chemistry is devoted to the broad topic Realizing
Reformulation, focusing on generic aspects of formulations that are relevant to many different applications.
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